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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE DIVISION
WEAVER SOL HASTINGS,
Plaintiff,
V. CASE NO. 4:24cv67-RH-MJF
WALT MCNEIL,
Defendant.
/

ORDER DIRECTING THE CLERK TO NOTIFY
BAR MEMBERS OF THE OPPORTUNITY TO
REPRESENT THE PLAINTIFF PRO BONO

The clerk must send a notice to all attorneys registered with the court’s

electronic filing system. The notice must state:

This is notice of an opportunity to provide pro bono service in a
First Amendment case either individually or by overseeing work of a
law student or other qualified individual, including, for example, a
retired attorney.

The case is Weaver Sol Hastings v. Walt McNeil, in his official
capacity as Sheriff of Leon County, Florida, No. 4:24cv67-RH-MJF.
A nonjury trial is set for September 21, 2026, but could be
rescheduled to accommodate an attorney who enters the case in
response to this notice. The trial will probably last one day.
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Mr. Hastings was a detainee in the Leon County jail. The jail
has a policy precluding inmates from having hard copies of books,
with this exception: each inmate is allowed one religious book, for
example, a Bible or Koran. Inmates have access to electronic books,
but Mr. Hastings says, and to this point the Sheriff has not denied, that
this is limited to books no longer protected by copyright. Mr. Hastings
alleges the policy violates the First Amendment, and he seeks relief
under 42 U.S.C. § 1983.

Mr. Hastings is currently serving a sentence at Lawtey
Correctional Institution. Because he is no longer detained at the jail,
any claim for injunctive relief is moot. Applicable law bars any claim
for mental or emotional injury or punitive damages. This leaves
pending a claim for damages consisting of the cost of books Mr.
Hastings says he bought but was not allowed to receive. He has said
the cost was $30. Alternatively, he could claim nominal damages.

Only very limited discovery is anticipated. The existence of the
policy and the Sheriff’s responsibility for it are undisputed. The
parties disagree on whether the policy serves an interest sufficient to
overcome prisoners’ First Amendment rights. If not resolved on
summary judgment, this will be the issue at trial. The Sheriff’s motion
to dismiss for failure to exhaust administrative remedies—a motion on
which, under Bryant v. Rich, 530 F.3d 1368, 1374 (11th Cir. 2008),
factual disputes could properly be resolved—has been denied, but the
Sheriff may attempt to resurrect the issue.

Public funds are not available for the payment of attorney’s
fees. Fees may be recoverable under applicable law if Mr. Hastings
prevails. See 42 U.S.C. §1988. Limited funds sometimes are available
from the district’s Bench and Bar Fund for the payment of out-of-
pocket expenses incurred by an attorney providing representation of
this type.

An attorney who wishes to represent Mr. Hastings may contact
him directly at Lawtey Correctional Institution and may enter the case

by filing a notice of appearance.

Under a Florida Bar Foundation program, a law student may be
available to provide representation under the supervision of an
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attorney. An attorney willing to supervise a law student, or who
wishes to obtain more information about this possibility, may obtain
information at <FloridaProBonoMatters.org>. Upon deciding to
proceed, such an attorney may contact Mr. Hastings and file a notice
of appearance.

Access to the electronic docket will be made available without
charge for consideration of a response to this notice.

An attorney who wishes to appear should file a notice of
appearance as soon as the decision is made and in any event by
August 24, 2026.

SO ORDERED on April 7, 2026.

s/Robert L. Hinkle
United States District Judge
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